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Amazon Fires

Topical Tuesdays!

Hold a debate
People around the world have been putting pressure on Brazil to deal with the 
forest fires. Discuss whether you think other nations are right to get involved. 
Isn’t it up to the Brazilians what happens in their own country? Of course, they 
can ask for help if they want it but, if not, shouldn’t everyone else mind their own 
business? How would you feel if it was happening in this country? Or are some 
things too important to leave to one nation? And, if so, how far should the rest of 
the world go to protect the planet?

Investigate

Writing challenge!
Choose one of the following writing warm-ups. 

2  Write a short poem, 
building on the metaphor 

of the Amazon being ‘the 
lungs of the world’. Perhaps 
you could write it from the 
perspective of the planet as a 
person – how would you feel to 
have your lungs full of smoke?

Read the article and then try the following 
activities...

or
1  Write an imaginary recount of a forest 

fire from the perspective of one of the 
many animals that live in the Amazon 
rainforest. Remember to describe the 
events using all your senses as well as 
your feelings. Remember to include a 
satisfying ending. Do you survive and, if 
so, how?

The article says the Amazon region is often called ‘the lungs of the world’ because 
it does so much to absorb carbon dioxide and release oxygen. Your task is to find 
out how and why this happens. Research and produce an illustrated fact file, 
outlining what the process involves, what it is called and, ideally, stating what 
chemical reaction takes place.
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