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Butterfly Lifecycles and nettles
Find a patch of nettles that are in the sun.
Look at them carefully.  Are there holes in the leaves made by a very hungry caterpillar?
 Are there any nettle leaves that have been made into a tent! Inside the tent are Red Admiral caterpillars. They make a tent to hide from the birds, then eat their way out of it!
You may find lots of little caterpillars all together protected by a silk web. These will be either Peacock or Tortoiseshell. 
Don't touch them as nettles sting. Peacock, Tortoiseshell and Red Admiral caterpillars all need nettles (in the sun) so make sure you are ‘nice to nettles’ and leave some in your garden, yard and green spaces. 

https://www.ukbutterflies.co.uk/species.php?species=atalanta

https://bugwomanlondon.com/2017/02/08/wednesday-weed-stinging-nettle-part-two/

https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/2019/05/be-nice-to-nettles/

 

